 The greater part of what my
neighbots call good Ibelievein

my soul to be bad, and if1 .

zepem of anvﬂnng, it fsvery

T npomesséd Lﬁe that
I behaved so wedl?

- 'rimreau -

¥ ubsscribers with _Idng IeoTies Ay
Ry, icatiect thit in fhie August 1. 2010
- R P muabiér of The Remnam 1 alluded
fo the perversions of the Ausitreiian
k. ie™ therapist Rom iti Cmmva)} \xho

. Bi ack Eoofs. of: C’mnmmusm The only
possiliferesponses o its nmzshﬂmiz afhaid
aud unfashionable factsvere {1}y adrisfssion,
however ralil tant, offie artivle’s ver: acity.
(ify preteqiding the article did notenist (i)
attpibaging fo e reprehénsible motivey, or
(1vy # self-pioclaimed inability to
-copapighénd whpt the avticle sdtimlly said:

OF thes¢ tesponses, (1ii) was made by
noneg (i) was made Ew the majority of
re'zdess who ramondeé, <m WaS

Austratian midsy ,mcf!xm (w} W'ix c«aimﬂed
‘o certain (personnel in the Melbourne
" Archdictese. On the foltowing Octtber 21,

Melbourne's Aunxiliacy Bishop Les

Tomlinson wrofe: “Iam coitfident that the
Archﬁissmp [DepizFHart] hatlno reasonto
Tuastion the moral integrity of My, Couway
.t the time of his death and faperal.”
Cousidering that in fhe 1980s even
Ausmralia‘s Protestants Hsd heard of
Conway’stastes, ihis conclision snggests
nosuspented talents i the fiskd of stawl-
up comedy.

‘ﬁzemx :mé e enduring fhat ﬁze WOHE
iy qisestion udderwent the il Ty —
flifs in the presanésilietic sfa — of
Electroshack Wentmend, with all fhe
memory. dainage inseparable from such
{ireatment, In arranging for slectroshogk
Comwway acted nltra vires even by theloose
afhical standards of e head frades. since
itis iegal in Austealis for this procedure to
preseribed, By anyone byt @ uelified
nvedical pragtitiotet. Amt Cohnway had siot

i étd ot teaine at rhe tzme T

“Evil, Be Thou My Good”:

- Homosexuality, Therapy, and the Church

R, J. Stove
REMNANT COLUMNIST; Melbowrne, dustralic

wsingle medical qualification o his nams,

London-based James Bogle, whose
work offen appears in this publication,
wroteinanE-anall to me op Sephéinber 17
thie following tesponge to my piece:

Everyone knew Conway was &
" dissenter and miany-suspected for even
knew) more. And yet, shockingly, the
bishops still sent their candidates to
himy. Now we are steugeling heye in

Britain to tend off aceusationsthat the

Chuch did aothingtostepchild abyse.
Al to0-offen the dcdusations ave tre.
But, ‘with astonishing chutzpah, the

mrain offenders like Wedkland and

Mahiory: lxax'e:ﬁied 1o blatas the Popat

- From ‘the Australisn-bori Ft. Biigi
Hamson {also fagniliat 1o thigmagazine's

- -readers) Ilearned the. i'ol!ong. aiso sent
“sria Bl

Way back'in 1976, T tbok'my fiest
steps towned a priesty vocation with
the Confiaternity of Christ e Priest,

founded hy the late Fr, Yohn Whiting'

... Like wo'roany other candidates for
the priesthood in Melboure I wassent
for a psychological evaluation to
Ronatd Conway, ... He seented to be
Probing for a reason to say that my

admitted lack of sexual experience.

(which ] assmned should have been
‘piud’ for & young pian Idterested in
the priesfiood) wasmore of ¢ ‘minug®
~ evidenge of ‘fearfulness” or
‘m!nbmcm’ of'gome sort.on aly pait.
Tremember hins maidng somie olhand
Nmml\usmgth&phfas the Clinrells
attittide towdard sex* - in a tay which
stggested thiat he Hivgsel didn™t shiage
that “atfitudé’.

During t;xat one face-to-face
encovitar w&h:c‘e,n_way T dfidat pick
up anythisg that suggested

homosexuahry ‘but shostly afterthat

1met g Melbourne mwan who had been
one of hisschool pupils some years
previously. He fold e he'dida’t know
whether ConWway was *oue of them’
himself, but hazd learped from

classroom experience that his teacher

was certainly very synipathetic fo the
Tromosexuals’ plightas ~viethms®, their
‘liberation’ agenda, andso forth,

Now, i the light of that lnig
backgronnd, the public post-morten
revelatios that He had séxually
exploited some of liis male clients/
patiénts dogs not sesut qmts 6
uprising.. .

L zememher quites fow things he
used 10 say if The Advocdts’ [
Metboume Cathotic periodical, now

-defunct] would be sound Fpd
perceptive, but after my pérsonal
experiznce I nevertrusted him.

Years later, after my ordination,
whes I was in Poerto Rico, I had some
personal cortespondence with him—1
eriticized some rheoiogn.ai opinion he
had expressed in print, It became
-apparent froi what he it in a grivets
lettér that hehield af leastone heretical

opitifory - inthe Srct sense of the

word., For in one fefter'he opedly

disinisséd flie defined Valichn Tddgnia

of papal fufallibility, and o myensuing

femodisteanics that fe should i oy aII
hunastlystopgmfessmg fobes Raman

[ismore open and flexible thesedays’,
" norlonger requifing us.fo assent to all

of erdognsdas. (Unforétinately; thatof

_course hag.all o’ often been. the’ de

facte, thouglt not of gousse de Jure ,.

sitwation i | fie poit-chngitiar Chuieh

Ad'that tirde (mid-"00s) Conway was

still -active and prestigious in flie

Melbopsechureh scene — and it s

fromt what you say abrv ibutes

“expressed at his fineral i S Pat s that

this continued pretty sl up to s,
death;

‘&fxex these sevelations, gentle reader,
wonld yoube al?iegethel astonished fo leatn
that Conway retainiéd o, abso}me betiefin
the evidentiary tierifs of the Kinsey
Repori? And that he'was stilt defenciing that
malignant tripe against all comers: {wmle
contimzing to five ot flie archdiocesan
bounty) nof just in 1954, notjust in 1961,
but in the Hterary periodical Ox erfond as
fafe as 10717

I view of all this it is not surprisin g

tharpiecisely one individual—identifylng

himself purely as. “Mile" — attemnpted &
defense df Conway, and that iis effort divt
Hi§ hero™s repuitation sbout as-thuch good
as fhe exertion by Oscar Wilde's brother

. Wﬂham o endorss hik sibfing’s morals:
Wiliinm, Insisted that “you can tryst him,

I@s»nf} with a woman anywhere »

According o “Mike™

I tved with Rofiald Conway for over’
twventy yeard and Ican say thathewad
the kindest mad I have ever known
who never refused helpy o those who
peeded it. Youweren’t there to see kim

get ontof bed at midnight to connset -

any munberof troubled souls who had
1o, one alse fo furd fo. You weren't
there to see the anovinous workload
of largely pro-bono nature complatad
by hifn 11l the conrse of fiis vocation or
tlie number of ex-students wWho
‘recotnt fondly remembered ales of
it as supesb 1eachion Nor were o

there to see his love of aulmilg-and

the podr to whom e contributed,
Huancially,

Ads, poor “Mike™t Actual Catholics

will be.no more fioved by his labor fo

salyage somethitg from the wieck of
Comway's repmatmn ‘than we would be
by eyewitngsses heartfelt assertions that

John Wayne Gacy had good {able manners-

or tliat Lavrenti “Betin was kind to stray
puppies, The uncomfortable reality ramains
that Conway was 2 cophiumacions heretic
who opsnly (i1 beth books and articies)y
defied infallible Clnwch dogitine on sexaal

-niorals, and Hiat this factor alone shonld

have deébarred kim roih any sort of
Cafholic employment, guite apart: From hiy

lig, ghvei that he did ot accept
solemnly defified core teachinig, he .
-rephed nenchalantly ihat ‘the Church:

potenhal that gtven encugh love
“and care; they'd be fine I NOW;
through years of ex;aenence
really think there ate geople
among Us who afé just
eockroachies. Theyate just uil:"

...Psychologist Toby Green,
Herald Sy, Aug, 9, 281¢°

conspicuous filurs todifferentiate between

‘the rolesof thetapist and onanist. Whena

mat spends decades demanding increased |
erofie liberation tu theory, why shotild
anyone be startled when he cardes it out

dnpractice?

Fedig

Ufcou:s& anyene who wishiesio ﬁg}:t
the Leazueaf Sedom and win must endnre
the secuisation of bsing “homophobic®; a
charge no less frequent for being |
“fascist”) liferally dewoid ofm»‘eanm.. Tigih
forses me o teveal that hroughont my owy
suhoci and muvetsstydays, far fom feating.
hombsexuals, I probably gavi ve less thaw 10

minutes” fhought to them. They wefe

simply a phenomencn atotice URCOUHOR,
vnpleasant and uninteresting, Iike flat-
earthers, nudists, Protocols of the Eldérs
of Zion devotees. ‘or mildeved
underclothes left insidea locker-roomy. Not
once can I recall consider@tions of
homosexuality affecting eithermy tespect
for Tehaikovsky's, Somerset Maughany's,

“and Terence Rattigan’s art, or my aversion

fo Lytton Strachey’s,
Jamies Baldwhr's,
1 aas born in 1961; Harvey Milk's
Calvaiyoectrrad in 1978; biitnot HlE the
119803 did sodomites, newly
‘emboldenad by AIDS-dérived stafus
actually spit in.Austrafian soclety’s face
Gone were the uagtuvus, shabby, and
usually ‘wdddié-aged iomosekal niales
fromany bayhcyed‘ whogé advances conld
vsuallyhe deflected fhirouzh apcheem*m s
arrival. Taking their place was aravéning

Alien‘(iixxsbe‘xfg-‘s‘ and

ndululating anoy ofprofessional victims,

their appetite for taxpayer sutisidy havihg
made them “welfare queens™ 1o fhe strict’
sense of that phrase. and their actualtreed
(I Forget thefrostensible ogan) being “Long
tive death?”. In shiort, they represented the
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cockroaches, They atejust ewl »
The iwpetelied “Mike®: and all thase
mhz;b' iy the. Austrahan Catholi

"R StoveiGottinued fror-Page 18

xémﬁea of' Rom!d [ onway

Soutéthing more we haﬁ {
&

Hin B\itf,l_es hiin go, Weidd
T  andwiil npt }\ee__

_heeu ‘rebranded_ as
Bfisinass Withi,

§ We Gax Do

A

for the\)éﬁdm

bue, exph u- Inr}nshell*‘h piti; I,(andscapel&ee .

&
apintonthan The NeWYorkrm coiunmxst
s Menand to xpsoffihewln}lem?ea
. of psyclifatry: i:emv 2 science, And the
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