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No Enemies on the Homintern Left 

John HtpWOI'Ib, Bt~d or TAC' 

"\Vheu they feel the heat. 
they'll see the light." 

· .-4ttribured to Jllino1s polllidnn 
EwJrert Dirksen 

t had to happen. The public shamin!l 
·hkll occuued wilb American 
iHholiclsm iu ~002. rmct with ltish 

Calholici~m 111 20 I 0. ba~ occt•rred -
notwilhllnndinl!' draconian libel ~tnlute< ­
willa Auslralian Carholicism in 20 I I. Th1s 
phenomenon ba~ derived from an 
tmexp~ted SC'urce: the re,·elatioll.< ofJohn 
Hepwonb. leader oflhe T A C. (Trnditional 
Alll!'licau C01rununion). 

Some C'f my fellow Auslralian 
Carbolic~. t•nlil;e myself. have spent years 
awaitin~ the T.A.C .'s promi~ed full 
communion with Rome. The T.A.C .. 
!!<nerally eslimated ro hove approximately 
~00.000 members worldwide - o\·er hnlf 
of whom live in India. and another quarter 
in ~oulhern Africa - hn< been led by 
Hepworth siuce ~OOl.lmy~elfha\·e ne,·er 
met. or corresponded with. Hepworth: my 
limited knowled!le of his cal'e\!r bad been 
confined m<:>~lly to those official Calholic 
pron<Hmcemenls which mention him. 

All Ibis abn1p1ly dwn~ed wilh l.he 
September 10. lOll frolll p~~e of a 
br<:>adsheel new>paper. Th~ Weekend 
Australian. There Hepwortb described in 
derail a caralo~ue C'f ~ex-abuse experienced 
when be was slill n Carholic ~emiuariau. 

The derail he suppliecl. uniformly 
n«tur;eatut~. wn-s not Ml inherent ~tU'(>Ji~e. 
after the wnv C'alholics hO\'e needed ro 
"Mip full with hOITOI"" On Similar O<COUI\IS 

from Bo~lon. l\ lilwauke.e. Dublin. Vienna. 
Bm~es. nnd cl;ewhere. Whal dhtitl!!lli>bes 
il from ni~htmare siNies ebewhere is the 
date when the abuse srnrted. 1990'1 1980'1 
1970~ No. 1960. In other words. durin!~ 
the years before lbe C'onncil. wllen 
Auslralian C'arholicism could bonst such 
serious leaders - now uuima~inable - as 
Melboume ·~ Archbishop Daniel Jvlnnuix. 
Adelaide·, Archbishop Mall hew Beo\'ich. 
and Sydney·~ Cardiunl·Archbisbop Sir 
NonnanGiboy. 

By now. C'nth<>lic literature swanm 
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with documenlalion (not least in The 
Remnant) coocemiu~ how Melbourne ·s 
Archdiocese kept the "bands-on therapist" 
Ronald Conway, berween 1969 and 1996. 
a~ assessor of prieslly candidates. Iu 
pmclice. this meant crnunning seminaries 
with as many erotic de~enerntes as possible. 
(1 have in my baud - to quote a famous 
Wisconsin senator - n leiter from Peler 
Westmore. leader of the National Civic 
council for whose Nell'S Jl!eekly mnttazine 
Conway re!llllarly "Tole. conceding. the 
printed Conway revelalious' ab~olule 
accuracy.) Bul Conway operated ouly after 
Archbishop Mannix ·s de.u~e. aruid I be A!te 
of Aqualius, lbe early political spriu~time 
of Prime Mutisterial enflmt terrible Oou!lll 
Whitlam. tbe ubiquitous "~pirit o(Vaticao 
n~. and tbe L.S.D. culture which Conway 
himself so eloquently - not to memion 
insanely-championed. The three ru.nli!!llant 
!lfllbS fusleuiu~ oulo Hepwortll from 1960 
bad none oflbese Zeit~eist excu~es. (Two 
of them. Fr. Ronald Pickerinp; and Fr. Jolm 
Srockdale. ltave since died: lbe fonner 
peacefhlly in ~If-imposed Eug.lisb eltile.lbe 
Jailer on New Year's Eve 1995 durimt an 
otherwise lacklul.tersessiou in a Melbo;m.e 
male brothel.) 

II says mt•ch for Hepworth·, endurance 
and failb that be stiU wishes to bt(:OUie 
<:atbolicnlall. Many of us. ifwe(likebim) 
bad been ~ubjecled to years of ~acerdotal 
debauchin~. might well !1f11Vely consider 
Raslafurinnism or somethintr inslea<l 

Readen; who either are ~tot Au~traliau 
or are uo1 Catholic migill be 1maware of 
what tbe average Calbolic in rbis country 
lhinb about llle Church's sex-abuse 
scandals per se. Such lbougbt varies. of 
course. ~ccorditl!l to wbicb person~ are 
q1•estioned. Mainstream Trailer·Park 
Au<trnliau Catholicism couliuues to be 
blis~fblly t•nawar.:, that !he scandals ever 
look place. It indul~e~ in the same pracrices 
which have marked it for years: its 
deificalion of football: it~ lituf!!icallurcbes 
between S~~mne S/r('et andAnimal House; 
and its sermons devoid of any pbra~ing or 
moral code beyond Kim Kardasbian 's 
ttra~p. Aboul its other rollline spectacle ­
lhat ofConnmmion beimt administered in 
the hand. and recei\·ed w'ilh alii be visible 
,·eueration to be expecled from elephants 
const•ming peanuts al tbe zoo - lbe Jess 
said the beller. Outside tbe Trailer-Park 
apparat. though. re~Jdes an ob~tinate 
Australian C'nlholic minority wbicb remains 
lilernte. We lilemtes echo. rather. Ute New 
Soulh Wales Labor parlinmeulalian who 
was asked ifKri.stiua Keneally's unifonuly 
dreadful recent premiership of bis stale 
made bim feel embarrassment. His 
re~ponse: "l would say deep and abidin~ 
shame. revulsion. disttust. Sui. no. I 
woltldn 't say emb<trrnssmenl ... 

.Mercifully. snell concepts a, the 
luleruet have uow been invented nu•cb to 
lhe dismay of conventional media 
operath·es wiUtinAustC1mrcb. The lrOuble 
(maybe we should say "one of tbe most 
obvious troubles") wilh these folk is rual 
lbey have not only failed to profil from the 

Inlemet's ad,,ent. but mosrly failed even 
lo detect it. Time was -as recently as the 
1980s - when. if Australia's episcopate 
wanred a story suppressed. il stayed 
suppressed. The uearesl to official remorse 
would be some diocesau bttreaucral 
anticipatinp; Sari Simpson's immortal 
situation-ethics: "We didn't do it. Nobody 
saw us. You can'l prove a thing.~ 

Ahem. To quole a lorgely·fof!!otlen 
teeua~e novel'~ title: "that was then. this is 
now:· Once the South Ausrralian 
g.ovennnenrs leading. theolo!linn. soi-disant 
carbolic, and (if you please)Acting Police 
Minister Benmrd Fimti!lau was arresled 
duritl!l April 20 II on child pom charp:es, 
not one libertine or neocon dog barked in 
his defense. When you can't pel'Suade even 
Rembert Weakland to make au intemational 
Skype call on your behalf as a character 
witue.ss. rou really nre doomed. 
Meanwhile. MelboumeAn:hbishop Denis 
Hart - betler kno\vtl for telling a female 
complainant "Go to bell. b•••b" (T71eAge. 
Au!!ust II. ~009) lhan for any more 
le~tiulllte conlribntions to moral leadership 
-will stay in bis diocese for as long a.s bis 
pililess journalistic euetu)' Alan Howe (of 
lbe city's Herald Suu tabloid) pe1,nitsllim. 

nud not one uanosecoud more. 
Of course. a mirocle cotdd b.1ppeu. The 

present Holy Father mi!lht dare do what 
his predt(:essorsi.[Wally £1iled 10 do in ~002: 
demand thai every prelate in the world. 
gttilty or uwocent. offer~ resi.(Wlllion. AI 
least Pope Benedict :X"VI p:euuinely deplores 
allowing. the priesthood lo become a 
combination of San Francisco batb·bou~e 

.. and Alcatraz shower·recess. 
Meanwhile. let Auslraliau bishops 

remember lbe central worldly rnsk ahead 
of them. The nation ·s Oomisbing Islamist 
and Green ideologies. however 
objectionable. thrive primarily in tile moral 
,·acuum of local <:orbolici~m·s explicil 
turpitude. For decades Australian Catholic 
administration bas operated accordiu~ to 
tlle de ji1cto principle (supposiug "principle" 
to be I he 1ight word) of "llo enemies on 
the Homintern Left." II now has two 
cltoices. Either it etiutinates inWJedialelyall 
traces of llli~ mylbomanin. Or else it will 
become as irreparably bumllialed as is its 
Hibemian cotmtexpart. which mi~bi yet 
acquire lite crank cult privileg.es 
appertaining 10 (say) Jehovah's Witness 
membership. but which is otherwi~e. 
btnnauly speaking, finished.• 
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