
BC 4761 ?3 (2CDs) 

r**1ri:.r 
is 

Jtimistic nood is ma intained 
roughout o the buoyant and 
lented playing the 
rchestra of the An · odes . 
;lr ring all the clarity d 
ythmr cuity you would 
pect of a period-instrument 
semble, the chestra offers 
me memorable omen\,;3 , 
:luding astounding rn 

ing by Darryl Poulse and 
nne-Allen in the fin I 

ntinuo playing 
xovided by Erin elyard, 
o also makes the ge erous 

ribution of extensive er 
:es. elyard obviously reli es 
keybo role, giving an 
rberant dis y in the opening 
he Fifth Cone o. On a 

rw m the musical tex ture. 
1 additio o the six concertos, 
two-discs 

rkling orchestral minr res, 
. 1e of wh ich recyc le other 

h ces. Most of the music 
ted by Antony 

ker. Certa r acks 
Anna McDona Neal Peres 
:osta and Helyard t ing turns 
re helm. 

" e the general approach 
e m ic rema ins the same 
Jghout a is obviously 
m by the gro , it does 
n a little curious have so 
.; d~ors being en oyed 
1e one ~ordrng. It is al 
us that the e qurte enJoyable 
; were cut ba in late 2003 
;hould have to it until 
to b'e-.z_eleased to t will 
tless b~grateful public. 
Way 

Richard 

STRAUSS \;• 
l'ianoTrioo No,. I -nd l 

R STRAUSS 
Piano Tri os Nos 1-2; Serenade 
in G; Fes ti va l March i n D; Two 
Pieces for Piano Q uar tet; 
Concertante 
Max Mandel vn; Amelia Piano Trio 
Naxos 8570896 

****i:.f 
Most of this stuff is very, very 
early Richard Strauss indeed, and 
only an obsessive-compuls ive 
hoarder of boxed sets is likely to 
have found the material on other 
labe ls. The pieces here were 
composed wi th family occasions 
in mind: a testament not just 
to Strauss's own good musical 
genes, but to the central role 
wh ich domestic performance then­
played in Germanic middle-class 
households. 

Strauss 's First Piano Trio is 
a pret ty staggering achievement 
for a 13-year-old. Naxos's booklet 
note cites Mozart and Beethoven 
as the clearest influences on the 
writing, but Mendelssohn proves 
at least as evident (the second 
movement could be a hitherto 
undiscovered Song Without 
Words). A year later, in 1878, 
Strauss produced the Second 
Piano Trio: almost 27 minutes long, 
and even more technically assured 
than the First, w ith hints of 
Saint-Saens. The tiny, four-minute 
Serenade reveals Strauss's love 
of Brahms, while the ghost 
of Schubert beams kindly over 
the somewhat longer March. 
Both the Two Pieces for Piano 
Quartet are mature works 
dating from 1893; the first and 
incomparably more striking is a 
proto-minimalist Arabic Dance, 
almost Bart6kia,n in style . 

Nothing here suggests the 
genius behind Heiden/eben, let 
alone Salome, but the sheer rarity 
of pointers to the future increases 
the CO's charm and interest. 
Per formances throughout are 
robust and uniformly convincing, 
as is the recorded sound, except 
for occasional intimations of 
unduly harsh piano tone . 
RJ Stove 
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L'Arp giata's South A 

For Los paraj erdidos: the 
South American iect, 
lutenist, harpist and · ector 

of early music band L'Arpeggr a 
uhar takes as her starting 

poi wo ideas: that unl ike their 
modern uropean equivalents, 
Lptin Ame rr plucked 
instruments dille 'ttle from their 

sa 
f eriod ensemble of lutes, rps, 
~ itars, cornett, double bass 
perc sion with a smaller group 
comprisin struments stil l 
played in Latin erica such as 
the cuatro, charang , rpa 1/anera 
and maracas. Her voca l is 

'i ude classica l singers Phili 
Jarou , Luciana"Mancini 
and Raque dueza, as wel l as 
Italian folk singe d researcher 
Lucilla Galeazzi and t 

tropp 
ican holiday. 

Despite 
performing tra , all show 
the same rema ability to 
rea lly loosen up and with the 
often sensual, sometim·~ tota lly 

'ld rhythms in these traalt·~· na l . 
and ntemporary zambas, 
go/pes, leas, joropos and 
boleros f ro Latin America. 

The electrifyin 
angement of 

So 's famous 
Fanda will really 
knock you ocks off 

Ye there's very little "ea 
music" a uch - though there 
is an arrange ent of Soler's 
famous Fandago at will rea lly 
knock your socks o . hat 
y do get is some of tA most 
gorge s singing you're lik 
to hear ttl' year offset by a 
total riot of in rumental colour. 
;Estupendo! Wi eoman 
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