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Few Australian musicrans come 
close to matchrng Anthony 
Halliday's versatrle splendour. An 
admrrable pranrst who has recorded 
all of Beethoven's prC!_no sonatas. 
he rs also a formidable organ1st. H1s 
•atest album emphas1ses hrs grits 1n 
transcnbrng orchestral works 

Those who some months back. 
rn Melbourne's Town Hall. heard 
Halliday's burn-the-floor solo 
arrangement of the Sarnt-Saens 
Organ Symphony's finale m1ght 
well wonder 1f a CD can do it 
justice Fear not 1t does. From 
t~e ferocious C MaJor opcn1ng 
to the dazzl1ng flounsnes at the 
end, Halliday rs. in effect. h1s 
own orchestra He reveals a 
coioultS!IC range that far too 
many non-French organ1sts 
seem 1ncapable of ach1ev1ng 
For th1s we can partly credrt the 
rnstrument at hrs disposal (made 
by Quebec's Casavant fum) 

Equally effective rn rts quiet 
way rs hrs vers1on of the Emperor 
Concerto's mrddle movement 
Beethoven, who admrtted the role 
of chorales 1n h1s tnspiratron for 
thrs musrc. would have approved 
Also rncluded rs a t1ny Beethoven 
mrnuet ongrnally not for organ 
but for Spteluhr (mus1cal clock) -
wh1ch suggests Haydn rather than 
the Emperor's creator Hall1day 
g1ves 1t a delightful variety of tone. 

It should go w1thout saying 
that he has mastered Bach's 
stupendous C M1nor Passacaglia 
and Fugue, tak1ng a darrngly slow 
tempo for the former. and avo1d1ng 
the fa1ntest h1nt of anticlimax 1n the 
latter The Maunce Durufle SUite 
surts Halliday's timbral strengths. 
and above all1n the su1tc's toccata 
-often heard 1n 1solat1on- he 
transports listeners from the Yarra 

doesn't have qu1te the 
of "Mahler arr Scheer 

to the se.nc. Excellent englnecnng I preserved by Rl e> 
and well-wntten notes c~ th ddit1on of eleste 
pretty wonderful packag RJ Stove haunt1 v b autiful final 
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